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MOTORING

Mobility in  2018  
 – dare to dream

2017 was an exciting year, with so many new 

car launches in South Africa and globally, I have 

almost lost count of the number of new, revised 

and improved cars I’ve driven in 2017. So, 2018 will 

see a pause in the constant stream of new cars.  

Except, it won’t of course, and this guide is to help 

prepare you for yet another array of new cars in 

2018. 

After all, dreaming is a form of planning, so if 

you love hatchbacks or supercars, there’s lots 

of choice to capture your imagination. Want an 

SUV, a load-lugger or sporty saloon? Choose 

Without dreaming or having 
leaps of imagination, we 
risk losing the excitement 
of what is possible, says 
RIChARd WEbb. 
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from a bewildering choice of new offerings from 

Alfa-Romeo to Volvo, with almost every marque in 

between. 

AlfA Romeo 
The new Giulia is a great car, so I am on the edge of 

my seat waiting for their larger executive car to take 

on the might of bMW’s 5 Series, the Mercedes-benz 

E-Class and Jaguar’s XF. Alfa are not known for 

excelling at big saloons, but their new-found form 

bodes well. 

Aston mARtin
Their first SUV is the outrageous dbX, along with 

an electric version for some markets will carve 

sales from rivals like bentley’s unlovely looking but 

refined bentayga and the Lamborghini’s Urus. A 

new Aston Martin Vanquish will be also debut at the 

pinnacle of the range and slotting in under that, the 

new Vantage takes the best of the db11’s looks and 

features a new lightweight chassis, and a 4.0-litre 

V8 engine developed with Mercedes-AMG.
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Right. I recall with fondness my own ‘big Alfa Romeo of 1976 – an Alfetta 1750 – and I suspect this unofficial rendering of the new car may also end up being called an Alfetta too


richard
Sticky Note
Left. Created to defy conventional thinking about the luxury GT segment, the DBX Concept intends to widen the appeal of the brand and reaches to a more diverse global audience than ever before
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Ask many people about the one 
sports open-top car that they’d 
like to own, and chances are it will 
be a Mercedes-Benz SL. Few cars 
embrace heritage and modernity 
like the SL does.
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Audi
Audi will launch a blizzard of updates and 

new models for 2018. don’t expect any radical 

departures in the way the cars look, but do expect 

relentless advancements in what goes on under the 

sheet-metal. 

I drove the new A8 in Germany recently and 

it is a showcase of what the brand can achieve 

and we can expect this to trickle down to ‘lesser’ 

Audi’s in the coming years.  Some of the world’s 

most advanced autonomous systems will debut 

and we can expect more arresting looks than the 

current model when the quattro 3.0TFSI, 3.0 TdI, 

4.0 biTFSI, 4.0biTFSI and 4.0 TFSI version in the S8 

arrive in South Africa.

The new Audi A1 uses a peppy 1.0-litre three-

cylinder petrol and a 1.5-litre diesel and petrol and 

will be all new under the skin, crammed with new 

technology and more space inside.  

A new Audi A6 will break cover with not too 

much different to look at, but it will be fizzing with 

the latest kit. Power comes from plug-in hybrid, 

petrol or diesel and it will have Audi’s increasingly 

clever autonomous-driving technology.

And then there’s the A9 – probably based on 

their Prologue concept car –a glamorous two-door 

coupe to rival the Mercedes-benz SL tree and the 

soon to be released bMW 8 Series. 
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WATCH HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dt6u2Ni8mCE4%26t%3D159s
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These unofficial renderings may reveal the future direction of Audi’s design language, but are obviously subject to change. Left. The new A6 is only planned for 2019, and below, the Q8 ‘concept’ may be further off.
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Audi South Africa’s Tashta Bhana has confirmed that their A8, above, is scheduled to arrive locally during the last three months of 2018
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Bentley
bentley’s biggest-selling car is the Continental 

GT and in 2018 we will it with lose some 

weight thanks to the use of Porsche’s 

Panemera chassis. Speculation suggests we 

could see a plug-in hybrid version – and a 

diesel alongside the 6.0-litre W12 and 4.0-litre 

V8. Soon after that, look out for the four-

door Flying Spur and a hotter version of their 

bentayga SUV. 

BmW
The evergreen 3 Series will debut with weight 

savings of up to 100kg, which will make it go, 

stop and turn quicker whilst using less fuel. 

Lower priced models will feature the super 

three-cylinder 1.5-litre petrol engine, and a 

wide range of refined power-plants including 

all-electric and hybrid versions. Meanwhile, as 

much as I liked their bMW 5 Series GT, it didn’t 

find many takers so the company will replace 

it with a 6 Series GT for those who want style 

plus a 610-litre hatchback boot capacity.

The bMW 8 Series will make a very welcome 

return as a larger and more luxurious model 

swimming upstream to do battle with the 

Mercedes-benz’ S-Class Coupé.  This leaves 

the 6 Series free to go all sporty and chase 

after the Porsche 911 with a focussed fast road P
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car demeanour. 

The new M5 will be every bit as 

desirable as it was back in 1985. Pull 

into the Pick n Pay car park or cross 

continents in a flurry, the car does 

everything you’d ask of it. Little comes 

close in setting the benchmark for 

performance saloon cars, and with its 

new four-wheel drive system, it will be 

even more accomplished.

Also expect a new X2 to keep Audi on 

their toes.  A sleekness of a coupe in an 

SUV guise, xdrive four-wheel drive we 

will inevitably see an M version to follow. 

If you need something a bit bigger, wait 

for the second-generation X4 also due 

in 2018 or, maybe the X7. This flagship 

SUV will push the company even more 

upmarket towards its Rolls-Royce 

Cullinan SUV cousin with a V12 in top-

end models. 

JAguAR 
F-Pace has been so well received, so 

welcome the new E-Pace which will try 

to carve out some character without 

straying too far from the great styling of 

its bigger brother. A choice of 2.0-litre 

diesel and petrol engines mated to a 

clever four-wheel drive system will be offered, alongside an 

entry-level version with front or four-wheel drive. 

the Best of the Rest
The Land Rover defender can’t come soon enough. Even 

more capable than before, it will share all the good bits 

from its siblings in the Land Rover arsenal and will feature 

a lightweight aluminium body and chassis. If the Wagoneer 

was the worlds’ first luxury 4x4, the Grand Wagoneer goes 

even further, competing with Porsche’s Cayenne and Range 

Rover Expect some parts to carry over from Maserati’s 

Levante including its 3.6-litre V8 and 3.0-litre diesel engines. 

Lexus has always given buyers an alternative to the default 

German brands, and the fifth-generation LS shares the same 

hybrid petrol-electric motor as the stunning Lexus LC 500h 

coupe. The Lamborghini Urus will be a super sports car living 

inside an SUV, with a 4.0-litre V8 petrol engine, four-wheel 

steering and electronic suspension dampers. beyond 2018, it 

will also be the first Lamborghini to be offered with plug-in 

hybrid power.
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Clockwise from top left. Driver-focus is at the heart of this family SUV, the Jaguar E‑PACE. Motor-show rendition of what the BMW X7 could look like in second half of 2018. As sporting GT’s go, the Lexus LC500 is a beautiful looker and great drive.  High fashion meets brutal performance with Bentley’s Continental GT. 





