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This month:  Porsche Cayman S /// Chevy Lumina SS /// Nissan GTR /// Lexus LS460 /// Merc GL

F-Type hits   the G-spot 

For a car to deserve the overused label ‘iconic’, it 
should set new standards that other brands wish  
to emulate. The 1960 Jaguar E-Type was such a car,  
but it has taken Jaguar 40 years to produce  
a successor. Richard Webb drove it in Pamplona

J
aguar is considered a 
founding member of the 
sports car segment with a rich 
sporting bloodline stretching 
over 75 years. If the new  
F-Type can hit the sweet spot, 

thousands of customers will also buy other 
Jaguars, basking in the aura of its newborn. 
Equally, if it fails to meet the expectations 
set out by its E-Type ancestor, it will be  
a flop. Jaguar’s reputation as a maker of 
iconic sports cars hinges on its success. 
These risks, in part, explain Jaguar’s 

absence from making real sports cars since 
the last E-Type, which bowed out in 1975.

The marque is keen to reach a younger/
youth-minded target audience with its new 
F-Type – males aged 25 to 54. Whether or 
not this target group actually has the 
means to purchase the car is another 
matter, but with it the brand should win 
over lots of first-time Jaguar customers.

The launch is held in Pamplona, Spain’s 
historic city famous for the Encierro, or the 
Running of the Bulls – that delightful 14th- 
century folly of running through the streets 

Depress the bronze Start button on the dash  
and the howling burble immediately telegraphs 
the driver-focused credentials of the car 
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in front of a group of rampaging bulls.  
I ease the conspicuous ‘Firesand Orange’ 
Jaguar F-Type V8 S out in front of five other 
pilots, all eager to prove their machismo in 
this, a mostly flat-out automotive bull-run. 
We growl past the imposing plaza and 
cathedral at Vitoria-Gasteiz and beyond, 
the exhaust note barking and fizzing 
against the neoclassical architecture  
as we head out over blacktop towards the 
Pyrenees and the spectacular Roncesvalles 
mountain pass. 

As the corners become more 
demanding, the views become more 
distracting. But it’s the car that wins  
my attention – and my affection – as it 
begins to dispel any doubts about the 
F-Type improving on its predecessor.  
This car really does drive and perform  
like a proper sports car. 

As subjective as car styling is, I believe 
the F-Type is a winner. It makes you smile 
and dares you to run your fingertips over 
the delicate aluminium surfaces. The grille 
leans forward slightly to create a hint of 
motion and form, and is flanked by twin 
shark-gill openings, giving it ‘rearview 
mirror’ presence on the road. It is from 
these vents and the grille that the form  
of the car flows and takes shape. It’s  
a spectacularly good-looking car with  
an obviously feline quality, but it refrains 
from cynically copying its E-Type DNA.  

I asked Julian Thomson, Jaguar’s director 
of advanced design, whether there was  
a strong temptation to design more E-Type 
references into the car. 

‘We tried to make that emotional 
connection Jaguar had with its cars 
between the ’50s and ’70s based on our 
heritage,’ he said, ‘with the aesthetic values 
of proportion and stance which are very 
particular to Jaguar, rather than it being  
a pastiche of the E-Type.’  

So Jaguar hasn’t taken the easy way  
out and created an updated E-Type. But 
certain aspects of the design do maintain 
reminiscences: the flat boot lid; the swerve 
of the wheel arches; the length of the 
one-piece clamshell bonnet; and the 
slender tail-light clusters. 

There are three models in the range, all 
of them supercharged, with an eight-speed 
QuickShift as standard. At R825 000, the 
entry-level 3.0-litre V6 slots neatly into the 
gap left between the Porsche Boxster and 
the 911. The 250kW spools up convincing 
performance and some truly satisfying 
driving dynamics to rival that of Porsche’s 
finest efforts. It arrives at 100km/h in just 
5.1 seconds, and rides and steers as well  
as any of its competitors. 

Inside, the cockpit flows around the 
driver instead of being horizontal, and the 
interface is intensely tactile, urging the 
driver to fully explore its mechanics with 
each nano-quick gear change. A row of 
toggle switches below the dials echoes 
Jaguar sports cars of the past, while  
a Meridian Audio system provides audio 
reproduction outputs of up to 770W, if  
the car’s engine note gets a bit too much. 

Depress the bronze start button on the 
dash and the howling burble immediately 
telegraphs the driver-focused credentials 
of the car, as the supercharger spools  >>  
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up to speed. It sounds Machiavellian  
as it spits, fizzes and pops on the over-run – 
causing small children to hide and three 
cyclists riding abreast to make unflattering 
hand gestures. 

Even quicker still is the V6 S, priced at 
R945 000. Armed with 280kW, it delivers 
yet more urgency and poise, becoming  
the car of choice around the Circuito de 
Navarra F1 testing circuit in northern 
Spain. The 0-100km/h time falls to an 
impressive 4.8 seconds, and Jaguar has 
dialled in even sharper steering, chassis, 
suspension and brake responses than that 
of the entry-level car. Engage Dynamic 
Drive and the exhaust notes become more 
malevolent, while gear-change speeds, 
throttle response and steering feel get 
more race car like, testing the benefits  
of the mechanical limited-slip differential. 

Its steering has a remarkable delicacy  
to it that is usually found in far more 
expensive competitors. In terms of real- 
world performance, there are few cars 
quicker than this.

And then there’s the R1 345 000, 5.0-litre 
V8 S, the most seductive of them all. It  
may not be a bargain, but it certainly is 
great value for money. This car delivers in 
pretty much every dynamic area possible. 
On a 240km blast over the serpentine, 
undulating Spanish Pyrenees roads, the  
V8 S proved to be a titan of a car, with 0 to 
100km/h flashing up in 4.2 seconds on the 
way to a restricted 298km/h full pelt.

This is no girls’ blouse boulevard cruiser. 
Think flamboyant extrovert with Savile 
Row underpinnings – sophisticated yet 
visceral. This V8 cat musters 364kW,  
which, when combined with weight-saving 
aluminium construction, drives with more 
agility than you’d ever hope for. All this 
while returning 11.1 litres/100km.

Jaguar has obviously worked very hard 
to separate the characteristics of its three 
new F-Types, and this effort has largely 
been successful. The F-Type is not perfect, 
though. The boot’s too small; the A-pillars 
obscure sight lines in tight cornering; and 
it’s a bit costly. But hey, this is not like 
anyone else’s sports car. It’s ultra-precise, 
powerful, sensual and above all, it feels 
alive. It is the modern E-Type. But then 

Normally, car makers produce a coupé 
first and then launch a convertible version 
later.  But Jaguar produced the F-Type 
convertible first and is now working on  
the coupé, even though Tim Clark, Jaguar’s 
chief technical specialist of powertrains,  
did not want to go on record to confirm it 
when I asked him.

The front three-quarter view looks almost 
identical to the roadster, but the roofline, 
gently sloping towards a hatchback boot, 
looks even more graceful. 

We expect to see the same engine range 
from the roadster carried over to the coupé 
in mid-2014. There is no news on whether 
the F-Type coupé will cost less than the 
convertible – as is the current arrangement 
with the current XK line-up, or more like 
Porsche’s Boxster and Cayman.

Because the F-Type coupé is stiffer  
than the soft-top car, it will be ideal for  
even higher-performance engines – so  
we could expect F-Type R and RS coupé 
models in the future.  

COVERED CARRIAGE

again, it’s not, because the car handles 
better and cossets you like the E-Type 
never could. It’s a quantum leap forward 
for the big cat.  

THOROUGHBRED:  
Dating back more than 
75 years, a rich race 
heritage flows through 
the big cat’s bloodline

INTERIOR: A ‘J’-shaped contour arm on the 
centre console keeps things driver-centric

3.0-litre 
supercharged  

V6; 250kW  
and 450Nm

R825 000

jaguar.com/za

POWER

JAGUAR 
F-TYPE TECH

AND SPEC

0 – 100km/h in 5.1 
seconds; Top 

speed 260km/h

PERFORMANCE

CLAIMED FUEL

9.0l/100km

BASE PRICE


