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Remember the days when bakkies were strictly utilitarian 

vehicles? Hustling the workmen to work, deliveries to stores 

and electricians on call-outs? But, that does not seem to be 

the typical use for bakkies these days. And so I ask, have bakkies 

gone all soft on us? Take the latest Ford Ranger, for example. It 

comes with Bluetooth®, USB and iPod® connectivity, voice controlled 

in-car entertainment, electronic air-conditioning and 

mobile phone compatibility. But that’s not all... 

There’s a rear view camera system, dual-zone climate 

control and cruise control. Do all these gadgets get in 

the way of its core bakkie function? Not a bit of it!  

The Ranger weighs in at just over 2 000kg; is over 

five metres long, two metres high and can tow up to 3 

350kg of cargo while carrying five well-built passengers 

across difficult terrain in up to 800mm of water. Still 

want to call that soft? No, didn’t think so. Bakkies may 

not be getting soft, but they certainly are getting much 

more comfortable, economical and car-like, whilst 

managing to still deliver some serious utility value. 

Big bakkies used to be about as sophisticated as an anvil, but Ford 

has worked really hard to improve the road handling and comfort in 

its Ranger. On road, it handles as easily and as competently as a 

luxury estate car. Yes, there are still a few hard edges inside but the 

ride is perfectly composed, and the drivetrain pleasantly refined. 

Parking is a cinch, thanks to clear vision, boxy styling and the 

ground-level reversing camera.

There’s loads of storage that can be used for mobile phones and all the 

assorted modern day living ‘essentials’. The glove box is large enough to 

The Toyota 3.0 D-4D 4x4 Raider is a rather mighty proposition. This 

sixth generation of the venerable Hilux is one of the success stories of 

the local automotive industry. It certainly will remain alive in the 

memories of generations of motorists from Springbok to Sandton. 

When looking at the front of the Raider there is a hint of its bigger 

brother, the Land Cruiser. It also boasts automatic air conditioning, a 

display audio system with radio, CD and MP3 player capabilities, a 

multi-function steering wheel and cruise control. Most of these 

conveniences are expected on a luxury car, but surely not on a 

bakkie? However, these features have become very important 

additions when choosing a rugged, functional vehicle that is 

expected to work hard for a living. 

So important is the local market to Toyota that key engineers, 

including Hilux Chief Engineer Koaru Hosokawa has made several 

trips to South Africa to refine the development of the Hilux. The 

available range iterations are huge, with the diesel double cab 

probably the pick of the bunch. Any object that is interesting for its 

ingenuity or novelty rather than for its practical use could be 

described as a gadget. However, the Hilux is no gadget. Rather 

think of it as an automotive Swiss Army knife. 

The ChevroleT lumina 
With six litres of all aluminium V-8 equating to 270kW of 

power and 530Nm of torque that may not be exceptional for 

the engine size, it helps to elevate this completely mad bakkie 

in to muscle-car status. You can choose from either a 6-speed 

manual or a 6-speed automatic (be aware that the power is 

limited to 260kW in the auto).

Don’t expect to see this with a traditional canopy or 16 workmen 

hanging out the back, en route to a building site. No, this bakkie is about 

enhanced ride and handling. With the brake fade having been an Achilles 

heel on earlier Luminas, this one has four-piston, two-piece Brembo 

aluminium calipers and massive 355mm diameter pillar-vented discs to 

reign in this beast. Chevrolet says that their bakkie boasts “reasonable 

economy thanks to the advanced electronic control of the multi-point 

fuel injected engine.” All that being said it returns 12.4ℓ/100km if you 

behave. 0-100km arrives in around 6 seconds if you don’t.

It’s got most of the creature comforts you’d ever need, too. Leather 

seats; dual zone climate control air conditioning; power windows, 

seats and mirrors, six-airbags and a full array of safety acronyms.

Amongst small capacity, highly efficient turbo-charged engines, the 

Lumina’s an anachronism, albeit a glorious, thunderous, politically 

incorrect one. Greenpeace wouldn’t like this. The V8 rumbles like 

Mount Krakatoa, but it’s deceptively civilised on the school run as well. 

The Ozzies call ‘em utes, in Egypt they call them half 
trucks, in Romania they’re known as a slipper, and in 
Israel, a tender. To us, they’ll always be bakkies. 
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accommodate my MacBook and the door pockets comfortably capable 

of fitting the 1.5-litre bottles of homemade iced tea. 

Although the Ranger is in the 20th year of manufacture, just about 

the only place you won’t see one is in America. Quizzically, the Ranger 

is considered too small for the Americans. The Ford Ranger is not 

having things all its own way though. 

Turn off the traction control and tramp on the loud pedal though, and 

you have enough ingredients to strike panic into all within 10km of the 

vehicle. This car will hurt you if you are not Sebastian Loeb, Gniel de 

Villiers or if you don’t know how to spell ‘oversteer’. Keep it traction 

managed, and it’s a real charmer, if not somehow terribly sensible.

These brands, along with Isuzu, Mazda, Nissan and others are determined 

to wrestle our bakkie budget into their hands by rethinking the role and 

social standing of the bakkie. Evolving from those battered, tired old farm 

utilities into performance, luxury, and safety-oriented cars with a big 

payload. They were – and still are – an integral part of local culture.
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volkswagen amarok 
Instantly recognizable as a VW, thanks to its aggressive interpretation 

of the VW corporate face, this permanently 4x4 bakkie boasts a six-

speed gearbox, with low-range, locking centre and rear differentials 

and the latest direct-injection, twin-turbo 2.0-litre diesel engine.

It combines excellent off-road abilities with safe and predictable 

car-like handling, even with the solid, leaf spring rear axle. The 

mechanical locks on the centre and rear diffs and traction control aid 

the impressive off road ability. But as impressive as it is on the rough 

stuff, it’s the on-road refinement that is truly stellar. Ride is brilliant 

and the steering is well weighted. Stability control intervenes early 

on in spirited driving, reigning in any of your lurid Paris-Dakar antics, 

but when you turn it off the Amarok has a surprisingly natural 

stability even through some of the most provocative manoeuvres.

VW does interiors well, and this moves the class of vehicle to a 

new level, with build quality enhanced by well-textured surfaces. 

VW’s reputation for their build quality and reliability really helps to 

make this bakkie seem a bit special. If you would feel at home in the 

Golf, you’ll be in a bed of clover here. The 2.0-litre diesel engine is 

the smallest in its class, yet has plenty of torque through the entire 

rev range with the consequence being really great fuel consumption 

for a bakkie. 

You are looking aT The nexT ‘world’s 
biggesT selling bakkie’. The Ford aTlas 
ConCepT will beCome The nexT F150 and will 
likelY dominaTe The markeT in The usa. 
rippling wiTh musCle Tone; This would be 
The mosT masCuline ouTpuT in The enTire 65 
Years oF The F-series.

Loaded with technical goodies like Trailer Backup Assist 

(it lets the driver reverse a trailer perfectly with the twist of 

a dial), Dynamic Hitch Assist, a 360˚ camera (this lets the 

driver see all around the truck on the centre screen), 

Wi-Fi® hotspot and of course mirror-mounted LED 

spotlights capable of illuminating your late night braai.

With bakkie concept names 

like ‘Mighty Tonka’ and ‘Super 

Chief’, you’ll understand the 

direction that J. Mays, Ford’s 

group vice president and chief 

creative officer is taking with 

our beloved bakkie.

Even the running boards 

actually re-shape the load-

lugger, improving its 

aerodynamics on the move. 

And then there is the way 

that the Auto Start-Stop 

pauses when the truck 

senses it’s towing. Really 

clever stuff, this.
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