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  | 15    CAR REVIEW

ROAD TRIPPING
All journeys have secret destinations of which the traveller is unaware. The Airport Magazine’s 
Automotive Lifestyle writer, Richard Webb, gets “all practical” with family cars to help you 
discover new destinations.W
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Wise people don’t need good advice 
and idiots won’t take it. However, if 
you are in the market for a sensible 

family car, you could do a lot worse than 
consider some of these. If you really need 
to carry your own family plus a few of their 
mates, or you have an extended fan base, 
a seven-seater will be high on your list of 
priorities. 

Recently Toyota sent me their Innova 2.7 VVTi 
seven-seater to try out on my family. It is 
4.58m long and 1.75m high, so it’s a big vehicle 
and instantly recognisable as a Toyota. Since 
the car is no oil-painting, it therefore looks 
to practicality and pricing in a bid to beguile 
potential customers.

Inside, there is leather upholstery, multi-
information display, electric windows, remote 
locking, multi-function steering wheel and 
automatic air conditioning. Bluetooth connects 
with your cell phone and a reverse camera 
helps with your reversing maneuvers as well.

The four-cylinder petrol engine musters 118 
kW and a respectable 241 Nm and consumes 
11.2 litres/100 km in a combined cycle. CO2 

emissions are rated at a not-too-impressive 
265 g/km. In most markets, it’s considered 
a budget car, but in third world countries it’s 
considered a luxury vehicle. And the price? 
R 276 200.

Next up, the Hyundai H1 2.5 VGTi-6 Seater, 
Multicab, Diesel, 5-spd Automatic is 
something else all together. At R344 900, it’s a 
viable alternative to the Volkswagen Caravelle. 
A secure cargo hold behind the second row of 
seats can haul small motor-bikes, a couple 
of bales of horse fodder and a saddle or two if 
need be.

The 2.5-litre common-rail diesel unit chucks 
out 120 kW at 3 800 r/min and 392 Nm at 2 
000 r/min. Even with six of us in the vehicle, 
it managed 0 to 100 km/h in close on 14 
seconds. In mixed driving, I consumed about 
9.7 l/100km.

Meanwhile, the “crossover” market is 
increasingly the segment of choice for soccer 
moms. Honda’s CR-V 4x4, 2.2 i-DTEC has an 
enviable reliability record and holds its value 
well. For your R445 800 you get a well-put-
together package, including a stability control 

system that counteracts mid-corner slides and 
snaking if you’re towing a caravan or horsebox. 

The 2.2-litre diesel engine is flexible and 
keen to rev, giving up its 110kW of power and 
350Nm of torque effortlessly. A six-speed 
manual ‘box comes standard.

Nissan’s nifty Qashqai 1.5, Acenta dCi comes 
in at R280 590 and is fitted with a thrifty 78kW 
and 24Nm 1.6-litre diesel motor, helping it 
to win even more fans. CO2 emissions are a 
respectable 135 g/km in the combined cycle 
and it sips diesel at just 5.1 l/100km. That 
compares very well to the competition.

It sprints the 0-100km/h test in 12.4 seconds 
and has a top-speed of 177km/h. It’s 
comfortable and well-insulated from road, 
wind and engine noise. With 410 litres of boot 
space, the car is roomy enough for most. 

As summer beckons, now is the time to start 
planning the next family road trip and to see 
what secret destinations may surprise you 
along your journey. Happy road tripping!


