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Things needn’t be so bad at the bottom of the food chain, as the 
Honda Brio 1.2 Trend Sedan shows. This oishii (tasty) little runabout 
boasts a revvy little 65kW 1.2 i-VTEC engine along with vital safety 
features and a 2 year/30 000km service plan. Inside, it’s all identical 
to the hatch version: acres of brown and beige - but it’s nicely screwed 
together, with no rattles or squeaks. It’s a willing and economical 
little thrummer, for sure. Range starts at R128 900. 

The Corolla has been one of the world’s top 
selling family sedans since Moses was a small 
boy. The Toyota Corolla 1.6  Professional is 
simple and proven, easy to use, reasonably 
priced and utterly reliable. What it lacks in 
distinctive verve and handling, it makes up for 
in cabin space and comfort. There’s no denying 
that its superior quality has endeared the car to 
generations who value reliability over emotion. 
Range starts R188 500.

It was mid-winter when I tested the super new Volkswagen Golf 
GTI Cabriolet. Undaunted by the sneers of derision from drivers 
of tin-tops in their warm automotive cocoons, I drove, roof down, 
my grin permanently etched as I enjoyed that fresh madness 
that is soft-top winter motoring.  This stylish and willing 2.0-litre 
turbocharged petrol engined car handles smartly, yet has supple 
suspension and room for four adults. A hot bet for the summer. 
Range starts R405 900.

I can tell you that the Mercedes-Benz A45 
AMG really is worth getting all worked-up 
about, as I discovered at Kyalami racetrack.  
But is it powerful enough to do battle with the 
Audi S3 and BMW M135i?  Its turbocharged 
2.0-litre petrol engine is more powerful per 
litre than the Bugatti Veyron! It’s the most 
powerful four-cylinder production engine 
in the world. 0-100 km/h flashes by in 4,6 
seconds, yet combined fuel consumption is 
just 6,9 L/100 km. Enough said. Range starts 
R599 500.

The Opel Astra OPC is a firecracker, but 
rather than explode uselessly for fleeting 
entertainment, this car is pyrotechnically 
entertaining over sustained periods. 
The 2.0Turbo rockets to 100 km/h in 6 
seconds on the way to 250 km/h. So it’s 
the fastest Astra ever and still manages 
8.1 l/100km. It’s well built, feels classy 
and although it’s costly, it will age well, 
thanks to the quality materials used to 
construct it. Light the fuse and enjoy the 
open road responsibly, of course. 
Range starts R443 700. 

Through all the media clutter of  adverts, social media and public relations, there’s a voice of  reason somewhere. Richard Webb takes an 
irreverent look at some of  the cars he’s driven recently. And you know what? There are only a few ‘bad’ cars nowadays.
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So you want a super-mini and you are willing to pay a bit more for 
the one that ticks all your boxes? Fresh with its Aston Martin-style 
grille, the new Ford Fiesta EcoBoost is super-stylish and great to 
drive. If you enjoy vigorous driving, you’ll love the crisp turn-in and 
the responsive chassis. And that delectable little Ecoboost engine 
is perfect for the car - you just want to pick it up and hug it. Solidly 
made, dependable and charming. All boxes ticked then. 
Range from R169 800.

The DS3 Cabrio is Citroen’s way of saying to MINI they are not going 
to have it all their way. In this market, style really matters and boring 
cars simply won’t do. This DS is as flamboyant as the Eiffel Tower, 
with loads of style for your hard earned moola. Unlike the Golf or 
MINI, it’s not a full-blown convertible - its roof pillars remain in place 
when the top is lowered. It’s classy, practical and willing. Citroen is on 
the rise. Range starts R225 900.

The MINI Paceman is the two-door version of the 
Countryman. Billed as the world’s first Sports Activity 
Coupé in the premium small and compact segment, 
it’s a well-built car with an attractive coupé roofline 
and J-Lo rear, not dissimilar in execution to the 
Range Rover Evoque. It’s got all the gizmos the young 
or young at heart need, like satnav and connectivity. 
Wide doors give access to the comfy back seats and 
the four-cylinder turbocharged jewel of an engine 
sounds and performs beautifully. 
Range starts R304 000.

The Volvo V40 40 Cross Country D3 is not just a raised height V40. Volvo’s Nordic boffins 
have worked some real alchemy here. It turns in cleanly over even tarmac or rutted 
surfaces and it’s positively joyful on dirt roads. It’s all about dependable, cosseting and 
poised progress regardless of conditions. There are few real competitors to this car, and 
Volvo should sell loads of them. If you enjoy leisure pursuits, add it to your shopping list. 
Range starts R319 900.

The Subaru Forester is warmly regarded for 
its roomy interior and accomplished 
off-road ability and now it comes with 
cleaner engines and more standard features. 
Like the jabs of a boxer, (where the engine 
got its name), the ‘Boxer’ layout is positioned 
in-line with the drivetrain so the punch-
counterpunch movements of the pistons 
cancel out each other for a smoother 
running engine. Longer, taller and wider 
than ever before, the fourth generation offers 
a decent blend of efficiency and standard 
equipment. Range starts R329 000.


