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ascending stars
Mercedes

by Richard Webb
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Laying claim to the creation of th
e 

first petrol-powered car is one heck of a 

heritage. An accolade on par with the Old Bushmills Distille
ry, the earliest recorded 

whisky brand, which saw the light of day in 1608? This ‘first to
 market’ brand heritage is 

one that Mercedes-Benz has often successfully exploited. 
Audi, BMW, VW and others have embraced the niche and we 
certainly can expect many more four-door coupés in the future.

The premium pricing over a ‘normal’ E class seemed to be little 
deterrent to buyers, either. Currently, the local CLS range consists of 
the CLS 350, CLS 500 and the CLS 63 AMG. The new car is 21% more 
efficient than its predecessor whilst its new shape is clearly related to 
the current E class. It has a real road presence and the new CLS looks 
reassuringly expensive. Aluminium for the doors, bonnet, front 
wings and many of the suspension components makes it as light as 
the smaller, original CLS and it feels thoroughly different dynamically 
from the E class saloon. Sportier, more alert yet still cosseting.

As you may expect, the interior is positively exquisite. Like a 
Breitling watch, it has a jewel-like attention to detail and finish. 
The driver-focussed interior sports superb materials, a cleverly 
integrated entertainment system and a great driving position.

Even though most CLS buyers don’t really worry too much 
about handling, the reality is that the car is rather intuitive. The 
engine is quiet and creamy and the revised 7G-Tronic Plus 
automatic is impressive, too. In ‘E’ mode it slips quietly between 
gears and optimises the shift pattern for economy, in ‘S’ for Sport 
it’s more eager to serve-up the full hit of torque, but does not 
suffer from constant ‘hunting’ to find the optimal gear.

Low speed ride is single-malt soft – it’s a magic carpet with 
air-assisted glide even over rapid-fire bumps. Sport mode offers 
quick steering and good body control, making the CLS feel far 
sportier than you’d imagine it could be.

It’s a big car though and the ESP system is always keen to correct 
errors of judgement or over-indulgence, making the car feel more 
fluent and just as safe. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder and I believe 
most CLS buyers will chose the car for its looks alone. Look beneath 
the skin and the CLS really is a well-resolved motor car with its own 
character. For Mercedes to serve up this level of refinement and 
performance and yet achieve decent fuel consumption is laudable. 

But being one of the most well-known and established automotive brands 
in the world doesn’t automatically mean that you are assured of stellar 
success. With much younger Far Eastern brands like Kia (18 years old) and 
Hyundai (37 years old) and of course, Lexus (23 years) snapping at their 
heels in some segments, it’s been shown that you can buy or develop your 
own technology to compete with the best of the established brands. 

Mercedes sent a few of their latest models to help us plug in to 
where the brand is headed and how that heritage translates into 
innovations that impact our daily driving experience. 

Mercedes CLS 350 BlueEFFICIENCY
Ask Mercedes-Benz about the outgoing CLS and they will tell you about 
the pioneering role they played in creating a viable market for ‘four-door 
coupés’. It was an eye-opener when it was unveiled, a major departure not 
just from the E class, but the entire Mercedes range. Some people hated it, 
yet many more loved it. The CLS may have divided opinion, but the likes of 
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CLS350 
Power: 221kw

Peak Torque: 370Nm

Speed: 6 sec

Price: R811 900

CLS 350



Mercedes

www.whiskymag.co.za  Apr|May 201266 

Mercedes Benz SLK 350 BlueEFFICIENCY
Remember those endless summers, the ones that seemed to last 
forever? Day after long day the sun would shine; autumn, if it ever 
crossed your mind at all, would feel like a lifetime away. Well, the SLK 
is the perfect antidote for that nine to five. This car doesn’t encourage 
you to work it too hard and is actually at its happiest being briskly 
hustled along rather than being asked to give everything it’s got, 
which is a lot.

It’s still a really swift car, though it makes impressive progress in 
its refined and relaxed way. Less of an out and out sports car and 
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SLK350 
Power: 225kw

Peak Torque: 370Nm

Speed: 5.6 sec

Price: R752 400

more than a small convertible GT. Why? It has a good-sized boot 
and it covers ground so effortlessly. The SLK350 is probably the 
example of how to create a metal folding roof and is as close to 
perfect as can be. With the roof up, it’s easy to forget that it wasn’t 
a permanent structure. The SLK certainly drew plenty of attention. 
It’s well put together and feels built to go the distance too. Fuel 
consumption at 7.1 litres per 100km is quite reasonable given the 
size of the 350’s engine. All in all, then, the SLK350 was surprisingly 
easy to live with. It’s a fast, luxurious device for getting from A-to-B 
on a daily basis. 

Remember those endless 
summers, the ones that 
seemed to last forever? 
Day after long day the sun 
would shine; autumn, if it 
ever crossed your mind at all, 
would feel like a lifetime away.

SLK 350
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B-class 
Power: 104kw

Peak Torque: 300Nm

Speed: 9.5sec

Price: R358 000

B-class

Mercedes B-class BlueEFFICIENCY
This is the first in a new family of small Mercedes cars. The 
styling is in line with the out-going B-class, but it looks far more 
adventurous. It’s lower to the ground and it speaks of a baby 
R-class more than a ‘sensible shoes’ B-class we’re used to. 
Underneath that fancy sheet metal is the so-called MFA or 
Mercedes Front-wheel drive Architecture that will power the 
whole compact family and more to come.

If you really must have a petrol engine, then your choice  
is the R300 000, 5.9l per 100km 1.6-litre direct injection 
turbo(138g CO2 per km). The pick of the bunch, the B200 CDI 
BlueEFFICIENCY, will cost around R358 000. These engines – 
dubbed M270, will power many of the future small Mercedes, 
up to and including the C-class. All engines come with stop-
start, with the six-speed manual standard on most 
models. New for the 2012 B-class is a seven-speed 
twin-clutch transmission option. Legroom is 
actually better than in an E- or S-class.

It’ll be a while until Mercedes can launch a 400th Anniversary 
product, like Bushmills’1608, but it’s clear that Mercedes is evolving 
and finding ways to keep abreast of increasing consumer demands, 
legislation and the relentless push for power, economy  
and low emissions. We can expect Mercedes to be 
around at the top of their game for another 
125 years at least, especially with 
increasing competition 
keeping them busy. 

Cool stuff
Mercedes-Benz was one of the first to 

recognize just how popular Apple’s iPhone 

would become and has offered iPhone integration 

kits since 2004. Last year it announced an iPad dock that 

uses the tablet as a rear-seat entertainment device. The latest 

development is Apple’s Siri voice recognition technology, allowing 

iPhone 4S users to control music system operation, text messaging, status 

updates on social media sites, and navigation feature on a preinstalled Garmin 

system all by voice command. The system will be offered in all new next generation A-Class 

cars, with plans to it incorporate it in B, C, and E Class vehicles.


