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The Festival for all 
things motoring
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Since Roman times, Stony Stratford has 
played an important role in both hospitality 
and mobility; from humble beginnings of many 
famous coaching Inns like the Cock Inn and 
Bull Inn, to the horse and carriage, trams, 
trains and of course, to the car.

This fascination with the intersection of 
hospitality and mobility continues with the twice-
yearly community automotive festivals, Classic 
Stony, on 2nd June, and Vintage Stony on New 
Year’s Day. This massive assembly of classic 
and vintage cars, bikes and even military 
vehicles makes its way into the squares, closes 
and streets of the town for a good-natured 
jamboree of all things automotive.

Classic Stony
I have spent what seems like a large portion 
of my life seeking out automotive events, 

and I can honestly say that the Classic Stony 
Festival is one of my favourites. There’s literally 
something for everyone – from those with 
merely a passing interest in transport heritage, 
right through to the most ardent ‘car-bore’. The 
festival attracts an eclectic and appreciative 

crowd that dramatically swells the towns’ 
population for the day.

RAF Flyover
This summer as the Festival celebrates – 
weather permitting – there will also be a 
fly-past of the Royal Airforce Battle of Britain 
Commemoration Flight with the sublime Spitfire 
causing many a teary eye to cast sky-wards 
at the first sound of that evocative Rolls-Royce 
Merlin engine. There will be goose-bumps a 
plenty, I am certain.
 
60 years of the MINI
These Festivals are always a special occasion, 
and this year we celebrate 60 years of Sir 
Alec Isigonni’s evergreen Mini. A thorough 
representation of vehicles from the vintage 
pre-war period, right through the classics of 
the 50s, 60s and 70s and even affordable 
modern classics of the 80s and early 90s.

These Festivals have, over the last 10 years, 
also raised well over £50,000 to benefit Willen 
Hospice in the interests of social progress and 
the strengthening of the community.
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“�Classic and Vintage 
Stony Festivals 
have raised over 
£50k for Willen 
Hospice over the 
last 10 years.”

Stony Stratford seems to uniquely measure itself by the community it builds 
and the people that it serves, writes Richard Webb. The Classic Stony Festival 
is a case in point.

Need to know
This free-to-enter event takes place on 
June 2nd, 09h30 until 16h00 at Market 
Square, Stony Stratford, Milton Keynes 
MK11 1BE. Expect to see some quite 
rare and interesting automotive gems 
throughout Market Square, Cofferidge 
Close, the High Street and almost 
every other available space in the 
vicinity.

A range of food and drinks will be 
available to appeal to all tastes, from 
the many pubs and restaurants that 
Stony Stratford has become known for, 
to artisanal pop-up outlets selling a 
range of quality food and beverages. 

Please feel free to make a charitable 
contribution to Willen Hospice on the 
day in lieu of an entry fee.


