
Luxury brands have long used the power of story telling to build emotion around their products. Richard 
Webb travels to Italy to seek out the kind of history and emotive legend that Lamborghini and other stylish 
brands evoke. 

Suitably refreshed, I head for Italy as the Autostrada skirts east 
of Lake Garda and descends north through the verdant Venetian 
lowlands to Vicenza. Here, in the natural amphitheatre of the 
Franciacorta Hills lies the Bellavista Winery, established in 1977.  
Here, the glacial soil is full of stones, which is the ideal environment 
for the Pinot Noir and Chardonnay grapes used in the production of 
their Franciacorta, known as the ‘Champagne of Italy’. 

Owner Vittorio Moretti and his winemaker protégé, Mattia Vezzola, 
have an approach to production that is astonishing in their way; 
they cuts no corners. ‘Intervention is minimal and the approach is 
lotta integrata (sustainable)’, Moretti tells me. “The base wine is 
made from 103 different parcels and we make decisions regarding 
malolactic fermentation depending on the vintage.” I’m not entirely 
sure what that means, but it tastes spectacular.

No new oak is used for their wine, which spends eight to ten 
months in the barrel. It is then bottled and set to undergo the 
second fermentation. The wines are aged on the lees for a 
minimum of three to four years. Despite my love for Champagne, 
I found their Vittorio Moretti Extra Brut Bellavista to be elegant 
and concentrated, with appealing aromas of ripe peaches, honey, 
orange and lemon blossom. If Champagne is the king of bubbly, 
then surely Franciacorta should at the very least be the Prince? > 

LAMBORGHINI ...
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Created to shape the deepest emotions

Evolution and revolution have shaped the basic human need 
for mobility throughout the centuries. Growing concern about 
environmental and social issues has placed increasing importance 
on sustainable development.  The need for innovative design to 
meet competitive pressures whilst addressing environmental 
impact has never been greater. 

Lamborghini’s ethos and approach to business places emphasis on 
style, design, performance and innovation. These concepts were 
at the heart of my Grand Italian tour, which featured a seemingly 
random synchronicity of Italian brands that ultimately connect 
visionary new technologies and know-how with design flair. 

The journey of discovery started in Milan, where I chose a BMW 5 
Series Active Hybrid over a Lamborghini, purely to help me ease 
into the demands of driving on the ‘wrong’ side of the road. I 
immediately head east towards Verona, threading through highly 

disciplined, fast moving traffic, tracking north across the unseen 
Austrian border via Innsbruck, over the spectacular Brenner Pass 
and the Alps.  The approach to South Tyrol is a travelogue of idyllic 
green valleys, onion-domed church towers and ornate pine chalets. 
It is home to some of the most progressive and sophisticated 
architecture in Europe.
 
It’s been a long drive, but my home for the night, Vigilius Mountain 
Resort in Larna is a two-hour drive south. When I arrive, I discover 
that the resort is only accessible by cable car. No roads, no traffic, 
no noise; 1 500m above sea level, the fragrance of wood and fresh 
air is everywhere. Constructed from larch, stone and glass, the hotel 
mixes stylish, minimalist design with warmth and character. Above 
all, the design respects nature. ‘We only use material from the 
region of the building, we studied the winds, landscape, culture and 
colours of the location,’ says architect Matteo Thun. “My projects 
don’t interfere with their surroundings, but melt into it.’
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After an overnight rest at the unforgettable L’Albereta Relais & 
Chateux, I travel along the Via Provincale to Sarnico on Lake Iseo, 
the home of Riva Shipyard. Riva set a compass for sustainability back 
in 1842, when Pietro Riva established a small boatyard in Sarnico. 
Each subsequent generation of the Riva family has navigated the 
company through ambitious stages of growth. Pietro’s son, Ernesto, 
fitted internal combustion engines and in the third-generation 
Serafino designed the boats for pace.  

Fourth-generation Carlo Riva created a series of pleasure crafts to 
leverage production costs whilst still maintaining their traditional 
hand-built heritage. His masterstroke was the AquaRiva, a brilliant 
blend of form and function, harking back to La Dolce Vita of the 
1950s and 1960s.

For more than 20 years Officina Italiana Design have collaborated 
with Riva on this iconic brands’ design. Officina’s Managing Director, 
Sergio Beretta, is passionate about Riva’s design evolution. ‘The past 
is in the hands of the future of design’, he says. “We have created a 
dynamic soul, one that focuses on the future, reinterpreting tradition, 
on the tracks of the previously revolutionary Riva fibreglass boats to 
suit a modern design.’ Riva’s marine masterpieces have graced the 
original Italian Job, numerous 007 films and Oceans Twelve where 
George Clooney, Brad Pitt and Matt Damon looked impossibly cool 
in ‘their’ Riva.

I set my GPS towards Monza and then turn north to Lombardy, 
the Alps and at last, Cernobbio, where for centuries, this lake has 
acted as a magnet for aristocrats, literary and artistic greats - and of 
course, for evocative cars.

The annual Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este originated in 1929 
and is held in the beautiful surroundings of Lake Como. If anyone 
required living proof that the future honours heritage, they’ll find it 
here. Fifty-one classic cars represented the history and six concept 
cars the future of the automobile. Here, many, many stories are told.

For me, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, along with my wife’s 
birthday (just in case she’s reading this), are highlights in my diary 
but so is Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este - undoubtedly one of 
the highlights of the year.  This is Italy’s magical place – and the 
Concorso is its automotive paradise. 

Established favourites and unfamiliar oddities assemble together 
to be judged by a panel of knowledgeable jurors and the public. 
Where else can you view a Hooper-bodied Bentley 4 ¼ Litre 
Drophead Coupé alongside an Alfa Romeo and Bugatti in period? 
Or a Bertelli crafted 1932 Aston Martin International parked next to 
a Bugatti 57 SC Atalante - one of only 14 produced. This year, my 
favourite from the pre-war classes was the 1933 Lancia Astura Series 
II owned by Dutch collector Anthony Meijer. Fascinatingly, the 
Castagna coachwork had originally been fitted to an Alfa Romeo 
8C, but was merged to the Lancia chassis and eight-cylinder engine 
at the behest of Benito Mussolini’s son, Vittorio.

For something a little more romantic, the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud I 
‘Honeymoon Express’ - complete with jet-age styling and tailfins – 
and the ex-Aristotle Onassis Bentley S2 Continental would be just 
the ticket.  A couple of nights at the Grand Hotel Imperiale Resort & 
SPA on the shores of Lake Como set me up for the next part of my tour 
to meet another Riva family, unconnected to the marine business.  >

Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este 

Riva Aquarama & Lamborghini-350-GT

Bellavista FranciacortaVigilius Spa pool



Riva 1920 is 92 years old and fourth- generation bespoke furniture 
businesses with an unswerving principle; produce work conceived 
by great designers, using only solid wood from sustainable forests 
and nature. Riva 1920 is run by Davide Riva, who honours trees as 
living beings, ‘It is born, it breathes, it grows, reproduces itself and 
finally, it dies. Its entire life-cycle always takes place in the same 
environment, which determines how long and how well it lives.’ 
He is painfully aware that although wood is renewable, it is not an 
infinite resource. The firm even works with the ancient New Zealand 
Kauri wood, carbon dated at more than 45,000 years old.  
 
They also re-use Briccole (the wood posts that guide boats in the 
Venice lagoon). This encouraged collaboration with 33 contemporary 
designers, stylists and sculptors who were eager to pay homage to 
the city of Venice. ‘We want to transform used wood into design 
works to be handed down to future generations’, says Davide.

If sustainable innovation is defined as development that does 
not compromise the ability of future generations to meet their 
needs, then it is clear that the brands encountered the means and 
motivation to respect both customer and environment. The Italian 
tour brought to life a new definition of luxury, with deeper values 
expressed through an excellent style of sustainability.

the day is - don’t turn off stability control. Other than that, you could 
drive in Auto, Sport, or Corsa. That, and you must smile and have 
fun’, says Sarah. To say this young woman is quick, is like saying the 
Karoo gets a bit warm in the summer. ‘Life is racing -  anything 
before or after is just waiting’, she says. She straps me into the 
Huracán, fully helmeted and walks off to her Huracán, leaving me 
with adrenaline pumping through my veins. ‘Gentlemen, start your 
engines.’ I lift the bright red ‘cage’ protecting the start button, and 
solemnly start the car as if I’d just been handed the nuclear codes 
for automotive Armageddon. 

By choosing the STRADA setting, you can drive with comfort and 
maximum grip, perfect for both day-to-day use. If you are looking 
for thrills and fun while driving, then the slight oversteer capabilities 
of the SPORT setting may appeal. On the other hand, this is not a 
‘day to day’ event, so I opted for a racing-style drive - delivered by 
the CORSA setting, which allows the Huracán to fully express its 
incredible potential.

My fascination about the settings was interrupted by Sarah 
screeching away ahead of me from the start line like she really 
means it. I accelerate hard, the sound of the V10 bellowing like a 
wounded biscione just centimetres behind my head. I brake gently 
before the first chicane. A firm tug on the Alcantara steering wheel 
left and feel the rumble strip, then immediately right, and stab the 
throttle hard again. 

Brake hard but still take the next right at around 120 k/h and from 
there, push hard on the acceleration before lifting and braking for 
the second chicane. I turn in to the first part while still on the brakes, 
clipping the first apex at around an unfeasibly high speed, before 
braking again for the second part and changing down to 2nd gear, 
taking the apex at around 130 k/h. Tosa is a slow corner, which the 
Huracán takes at 70km/h calmly. Floor the accelerator as I race uphill 
to the tricky Piratella corner as it drops away, leading into the  >

No trip to Italy would be complete for a car aficionado without 
diverting to Bologna. For much of the year this ancient Roman 
settlement enjoys a charming tranquillity that lends itself to 
romantic getaways and leisurely holidays. 

The area surrounding Imola is home to a number of exotic car 
manufacturers such as Ferrari, Lamborghini and Maserati, plus, 
as an added bonus, the local roads in the area have been linked 
together to form an informal test track for these exotic cars. 
Chilled-out villagers have often been treated to new and prototype 
pre-production models in action as they have been tested on the 
public roads since 1954.

The Autodromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari - or Imola, as it is best known 
- is located in the tiny principality of San Marino in the north-east 
of Italy; a few kilometres from Bologna. One of the few with an 
anti-clockwise driving direction, the track has been known for 
the Formula One San Marino Grand Prix since 1981 and is also 
unfortunately the track where the legendary Ayrton Senna lost his 
life in 1994. 

The Lamborghini factory and museum is also just down the road 
at Sant’Agata Bolognese. For me, the starting flag was waved 
by Lamborghini South Africa and their Esperienza.  This is the 
gateway to the world of Lamborghini, dedicated to enthusiasts 
of the ‘House of the Raging Bull’.  This tailor-made programme 
allows participants to experience the brand’s values with a packed 
itinerary, which begins at the factory. These experiential events 
are created for both novice and drivers with advanced track skills, 
allowing them to hone their skills on some of the most evocative 
racetracks in Europe, North America, Asia and Australia. 

For drivers, who have little experience with Lamborghini, the 
Esperienza programme introduces the brand over a gourmet 
breakfast, followed by tales of performance and handling wisdom

by the driving instructors.  On offer here, after the food and theory, is 
the full range of the mighty Huracán series. 

I started off with exercises in slalom; acceleration, braking and how to 
induce and manage oversteer. These monstrously powerful cars are 
very difficult to hold in a controlled and elegant drift but so easy to do 
a 360-degree inelegant spin on the skidpan. 

After lunch and a typically decent espresso, I took to the track for a 
properly guided sighting lap by Belgian born Sarah Bovy. ‘The rule of 

Sarah Bovy

Richard Webb



downhill section towards Acque Minerali absolutely flat out. Stand on the brakes, drop 
to third gear for the second right-hand corner! 

I climb up the hill towards Variante Alta reaching in 4th gear before taking this chicane 
before changing to 3rd gear all the way through as I drop down the hill – my stomach 
left behind - towards Rivazza, reaching around nearly 200km/h. Hard braking is made 
more tricky because of the sloping camber, then accelerate flat out to up the final 
chicane in 2nd gear, leads me back to the start/finish line, trapped at 240km/h. Ahead 
- only the horizon awaits. 

Back in the pits, after around ten laps - one hour! My fellow competitors were equally 
impressed. Among them were multiple Lamborghini owners and others were focused 
thrill-seekers. I was the token journalist... 

The entire event was dedicated to training each participant to become a better driver 
and to waking us up to the performance embedded in these supercars. I had the distinct 
feeling that I was part of the greatest exotic car brands of the world. I arrived back at 
the Grand Hotel Majestic Già Baglioni exhausted and exhilarated, my face aching from 
smiling so much. 

All the folks at Automobili Lamborghini are as passionate a group of people that I 
have ever experienced. It’s no wonder the cars speak for themselves the way they do! 
Combining the highest expression of power with the exclusive refinement of Italian 
handicraft, Lamborghini is the perfect fusion of technology and design.

The Cars

With its crisp, streamlined lines, the 
Huracán comes in various flavours.
All have naturally aspirated V10 
engines with all the technology 
you need to control it right at your 
fingertips.

Huracán Coupé has an all-wheel 
drive system mated to a 7-speed 
Lamborghini Doppia Frizione (LDF) 
dual-clutch transmission, as well as 
the innovative Piattaforma Inerziale 
Lamborghini (LPI), created for 
accurate and real-time detection 
of all the chassis movements and 
for immediate adjustment of the 
car setup. Capable of more than 
325 km/h, it accelerates from 0-100 
KM/H in 3,2 seconds.

Huracán Spyder is designed to cut 
through the air and become one 
with the sky, with a soft top that 
opens in just 17 seconds. It tops out 
at 324 km/h and 0-100km/h in 3,2 
seconds.

Huracán Rear Wheel Drive Coupé 
is the real party-starter of the range. 
Go back to basics and embrace 
the legacy of some of the most 
exciting rear-wheel-drive cars of all 
time with this, a pure example of a 
supersports car that is fun to drive. 
It tops out at 319 km/h and reaches 
0-100km/h in 3,6 seconds.

Huracán RWD Spyder combines a 
new exterior design with V10 power 
unleashed on the rear wheels. Top 
speed is 319 km/h and it reaches 
0-100km/h in 3,6 seconds.

Huracán Avio is a tribute to the 
bravery and courage of the Air 
Force, giving you an incomparable 
sense of freedom and adrenaline. 
Low flying at 325 km/h and cleared 
for take-off from 0-100km/h in 3,2 
seconds.
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A world of luxury and performance that you can call home.
Your Leopard catamaran.
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