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JOIN THE (WHEELS) CLUB
Under strip lights and standing on a spotless floor are rows of cars – 
Porsches, McLarens, Bentleys - it’s a Top Trumps car park. In fact, it’s 
a secure storage garage called Wheels Club, a place for luxury and 
exotic car lovers who don’t have room to park yet another Ferrari on the 
drive, or who just want to leave their DB11 in caring hands and drive it 
as and when the fancy takes them. But your money buys more that just 
a parking space. The facility, less than 5km from Sandton City, offers 
24-hour, on-site security guards and CCTV cameras. Their exquisitely 
furnished boardroom and mezzanine area are made available to 
members only, and can be reserved for functions and meetings.
wheels.club
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ACCELERATE

There’s been a steady uptick of ambitious, high-
end automotive commissions over the years, 
as well as an increased use of exotic materials, 
normally reserved for the lapidary-minded, in their 
creation – from incredibly thin granite facings and 
classy ceramics in alluring colours to tanzanite and 
diamonds, with techniques like English blacking 
(associated with fine gunsmithing) also being 
incorporated. 

Not to be outdone – or outshone for that 
matter – BMW presented their M850i xDrive Night 
Sky special edition, which happily coincided with 
the orbit of Earth through ‘asteroid 2003 EH’, 
earlier this year. The coupé features 600g of real 
meteorite fragments on the centre console trim 
plate, start/stop button, gear selector, the top of 
the iDrive click wheel and door-sill inserts.

‘The entry speed of the meteorite into the 
atmosphere was about 72km per second – roughly 

260 000 km/h,’ says Dr Thomas Müller of the Max 
Planck Institute, with whom BMW consulted. This 
earth-tethered car is rather more pedestrian, but 
nevertheless challenges gravity with its more than 
adequate 390kW, 750Nm V8 to deliver 0-100km/h 
in 3.7 seconds and a top speed of 250km/h. The 
sheet-metal is handfinished with a black base 
under the graduated coats of San Marino Blue, 
followed by seven layers of clear topcoat, each 
mixed with varying tinsel and bronze pigments. All 
this effort is made as a homage to that ‘blue hour’ 
every morning and evening of twilight when the 
indirect sunlight takes on a calming blueish shade.

As with the constellations from that vast 
cosmic ocean, endlessly deep in every direction, 
you cannot buy this BMW. However, it does show 
that our imagination is everything, and it’s most 
definitely a preview of things to come.  
bmw.co.za

ACCELERATE NEWS

OUT OF THIS WORLD
The BMW M850i xDrive Night Sky special edition redefines the limits of what is possible. 

THE CAR YOU’VE NEVER 
HEARD OF
Last year at the Pebble Beach Concours d’ Elegance, 
SSC North America stunned audiences with their 
next-generation hypercar, the Tuatara. According 
to CEO Jerod Shelby, ‘It will have an unmatched 
drag coefficient of 0.279, with track-level handling 
characteristics, and a top speed that will easily surpass 
the Bugatti Veyron Super Sport’s 431km/h.’ 

Award-winning automobile designer Jason 
Castriota, led the SSC team in the creation of what 
Top Gear described as the ‘latest salvo in the race 
to build the world’s fastest car’. Its predecessor, 
the Ultimate Aero, took the world by storm when it 
became the world’s fastest production car in 2007. 
sscnorthamerica.com

SUSPEND YOUR DISBELIEF
‘If it’s completely new, why does it look like the last one?’ If I had a 
rand for every time I was asked that, I’d have, oh, at least R30 by now. 
Detractors may have a point, but then again, they don’t, because this 
really is all new. 

I drove the Carrera S Coupé version of the Cabriolet pictured  earlier 
this year and felt at once that it will reassure existing 911 fans with its 
lithe and exploitable handling, but it will also find those new customers 
who will love the more digital persona of this car. A new eight-speed PDK 
automatic gearbox, fantastic trick suspension, better brakes, a refreshed 
interior and loads of technical stuff will make you feel like you can really 
drive this car. Both open and closed versions of the Carrera S share 
the same 3.0-litre, twin-turbocharged flat-six, which are good for 3.5 
seconds in the 0-100km/h dash. 

If my experience with the Coupé holds true for the Cabriolet, it will 
be a world-class driving machine and a major headache for most other 
brands in this space when it arrives at the end of this year. porsche.com


