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ACCELERATE ACCELERATE NEWS

PERFORMANCE, AND THEN SOME
McLaren Johannesburg has officially opened at the Daytona showroom in Melrose Arch.  

It also happens to be the biggest McLaren showroom in the world.

DISCLAIMER: GEN Z SLANG HERE
Having had a succession of 24-year olds in my family, I’ve had the 
simultaneous delight of rowdy travel companions and the inside 
track on cracking enigmatic Generation Z slang. As chance would 
have it, I recently drove Mercedes-Benz’s very new iteration of its 
own Gen Z car – 13 years after the first (the GL-Class) was launched. 

The GLS has been completely re-engineered as a clap-back (a 
withering response) to the BMW X7, the Range Rover and others. 
My car was the 400d in AMG Line Premium trim, with the 2.9-litre 
inline six-cylinder diesel motor, nine-speed automatic gearbox and 
4Matic four-wheel-drive system. And it was pretty tight. Expect a 
few more AMG performance versions next year, and even a Maybach 
iteration to flex on Bentley’s Bentayga.

Mercedes’ MBUX infotainment system is extra with how 
the Burmester surround-sound system slaps out my sic Spotify 
jams cleanly. If you’ve lost me at this point, just know that this is 
pretty Gucci (there I go again), with its 22-inch wheels, heated  
multi-contoured massaging seats all-round, panoramic roof and 
head-up display.

Add augmented-reality navigation, and an optional off-road 
package – which includes ABS and special off-road drive modes, 
low-range transmission, inter-axle locking, low-range off-road 
gearing, and variable all-wheel drive. It will slay the Sandton school 
run or Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. South African deliveries start 
after September 2019 – fact. mercedes-benz.co.za

SIMPLY EXTRAORDINARY
It’s been a while since I’ve driven a head-turner straight out of the 
box, but I had two to test in Cape Town recently, shortly before the 
dealerships took delivery of their precious cargo. It felt like the BMW 
8 Series Coupe got more attention than the BMW Z4 Roadster, which 
had a lot to do with its F1-like throaty growl. (With more time I would 
have tried switching to manual and changing gears on the paddles 
as if I really were on the track!) I found the BMW 8 Series Coupe an 
easier, more comfortable ride, possibly due to the BMW Z4 driver 
assistance being activated, making hard work out of changing lanes.

I had chosen the BMW Z4 sDrive20i from the line-up and the car’s 
electronic system, designed to promote safe driving, automatically 
tried to make me hold my line. My co-driver changed the setting  
when I mentioned the challenge (lest he thought my driving wasn’t  
up to scratch!) and I settled in to enjoy the ride with the top down.  
I erred on the side of caution, which he made up for once he settled 
in behind the wheel and really put both cars through their paces 
through some scenic Winelands stretches and mountain passes.  
I’m not a petrolhead so I found the power and responsiveness of  
both cars exhilarating. 

The Bavarian manufacturer’s attention to detail is par excellence 
and the craftsmanship noticeable in the interior finishings is 
memorable. Visit bmw.co.za to get the technical insights you crave.

The launch of the McLaren ‘Spiders’ – the 720S and 
600LT – caused quite a headrush earlier this year.

It’s the 720S we love, though. It’s blisteringly 
fast, and has phenomenal driver engagement. 
With the groundbreaking Monocage II-S (which 
minimises flex and twist) at its core, it provides 
exceptional levels of feedback. Slip it into Sport or 
Track mode, and the true athleticism of a car born 

from a long Formula 1 heritage is unleashed. Select 
Comfort mode, and the 720S Spider transforms. Its 
pioneering hydraulic suspension creates a relaxing 
and comfortable drive – tuned perfectly for everyday 
driving through town or country. So whether you’re 
out for a quick spin or pushing the limits at your 
favourite track, the 720S Spider will perform. 
daytona.co.za


