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'flat out and
fearl ess'
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ever mind 
the cars. 
For some, a 
bottle of a 
champagne 
and a chat, 
or a spot of 
sunbathing 

in front of Goodwood House are far 
better ways to spend a hot summer's 
day. However for some of us, the 
appearances by old-time heroes – like 
drag racing’s godfather, Don Garlits 
and Nascar’s Richard Petty – stir 
the emotions like little else. That, 
and beautiful classic cars, with the 
Kaiser Chiefs (the band not the soccer 
team) on stage and a host of other 
real atmospheric automotive treats 
unavailable in any one place elsewhere. 

It was in 1993 when Lord March, 
owner of Goodwood Estate, founded the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed. Steeped 
in British motor racing history, the 
event now attracts crowds of more than 
100,000 visitors on each of its three 
days. This year's Goodwood Festival 
of Speed featured more than 100 
professional drivers and riders from 
today and yesteryear in one of the most 
keenly awaited landmarks on the global 
motoring calendar. This year's festival 
theme was ‘Flatout and Fearless: Racing 
on the Edge’.

the fascination for 

collections, power 

and style never 

goes out of fashion. 

RIChaRd WEBB goes in 

search of automotive 

glamour at the 

goodwood festival 

of speed, the world’s 

largest automotive 

garden party

n

fearl ess'
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Imagine for a moment that you are 
a young boy, and you’ve been given 
free range to run around in Hamley’s of 
London – the world’s ‘finest’ toy store. 
Unfettered, you’d dart from radio-
controlled cars to action-figures, from 
bicycles to Meccano sets, aided by all 
the fizzy drinks you can muster.  So 
many distractions, so little time. That’s 
what it was like for me on this, my first 
visit to the Festival of Speed.

From cameo appearances by stars 
of the modern era like Ford’s Ken Block 
and his insane 630kW all-wheel drive 
1965 Ford Mustang monster called 
the 'Hoonicorn', to LMP1 Le Mans 
Endurance prototype racers from Toyota, 
Nissan, Porsche and Audi and pretty 
much everything in between, it was 
motoring nirvana. Then there was the 
multiple motorcycle world champion 
Valentino Rossi, having jetted in straight 
from a barnstorming race victory at the 
MotoGP at Assen, in the Netherlands; 
he rode his MotoGP Yamaha right into 
Goodwood House to celebrate Yamaha’s 
60th anniversary. He then swapped two 
wheels for four, to pilot the Le Mans-
winning Mazda 787B, and later, the 
Lancia Delta S4 Group B rally car. It truly 
was epic stuff.

Any doubts that the fizz would 
continue at this pace popped at the sight 
of seven of the original nine iconic 1955 
Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR’s lined up in 
the bustling paddock. The ‘Silver Arrows’ 
dominated the circuits of the world, and 
60 years after Stirling Moss’s heroic Mille 
Miglia victory in the works SLR these 
racing sports cars were reunited with 
the racing drivers of that era to create a 
unique reminiscence of the 1955 motor 
racing season. Watching the priceless 
Mercedes 300 SLR’s racing up the hill 
was a ‘pinch me’ moment. 

Automotive art forms continued in 
the Concours d'elegance, as it marked 
the 80th birthday of Figoni et Falaschi 
motorcars, along with the 60th 
anniversary of Citroen's DS marque. 
Everything from fire-breathing Edwardian 
pioneers of motorsport to delicately 
proportioned Bugatti Type 35’s, The 
Cartier Style et Luxe concours d’elegance 
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celebrated fine automotive design and 
outrageous automotive statements. The 
overall winner at this year's concours was 
the 1937 Talbot-Lago T150 CSS Goutte 
d’Eau, known as the ‘Talbot Teardrop’. 

The world’s fastest man, Wing 
Commander Andy Green – who hopes 
to reach 1602kph at Hakskeen Pan 
in South Africa with the Bloodhound 
SSC – managed to overcook a one-
off Jaguar when he went too quickly 
into a corner, skidded across the grass 
at 160kph, thereby causing R6m of 

damage to the XJR Bloodhound SSC 
rapid response vehicle. “The car looked 
after us brilliantly but will need a pretty 
comprehensive polish before we go 
out to South Africa next year,” he said. 
Jaguar is a technical partner of the 
Bloodhound Project and naturally flew 
the flag at Goodwood with new debut 
models this year. 

If my drive of the new XE is an 
indicator, the brand-new XF saloon 
previewed on the stand is going to be 
a crackerjack of a car, whilst F-Type 

Watching 
the priceless 

Mercedes 300 
SLR’s racing 

up the hill was 
a ‘pinch me’ 

moment. 
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Project 7 is a limited production-run 
model. John Edwards, Managing Director 
of Special Operations at Jaguar Land 
Rover told me that these were specially 
developed to demonstrate SVO’s ability 
to design and engineer bespoke vehicles 
to the highest standards. “Equally 
importantly we’re proud to be playing a 
part in another great British land speed 
record attempt,” he said.

Not to be outgunned, Aston Martin 
rolled out their outrageous Vulcan, a 
R36m track-only version of the One-77 
with a 7.0-litre V12 engine producing 
over 600kW, together with their Vantage 
GT12 supercar. Andy Palmer – Aston 
Martin’s CEO – drove the fiery GT12 up 
the hill. “This is the ultimate version of 
the current Vantage breed, the 441kW 
GT12 is road-legal but track prepared, 
with all 100 units sold out already,” he 
said. 

The ultimate global track stars were 
provided by the F1 circus, adding their 
own ‘wow’ factor. Mercedes, Red Bull, 
Ferrari, McLaren and Williams Formula 
One racing teams showcased their 
championship cars, along with current 
F1 racers Kimi Raikkonen and Felipe 
Massa, with Nico Rosberg celebrating 
his 30th birthday by demonstrating the 
noise difference between the good old 
days – when cars sounded glorious – 
to the neutered F1’s of today. Jenson 
Button added to the cacophony of 
sound by giving Ayrton Senna’s 1991 
championship-winning 3.5-litre McLaren 
Honda V12 a workout, bringing shivers 
to the nerve endings of every enthusiast.

The traditional Supercar Run, led by 

The overall winner at this year's  
concours was the 1937 Talbot-Lago  

T150 CSS Goutte d’Eau, known  
as the ‘Talbot Teardrop’.
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the new Mazda MX5, ensured exotic 
road cars had their day in the sun too. 
Among them was the R40m hybrid 
McLaren P1 GTR with a 3.8-litre twin 
turbo V8 and electric motor powertrain, 
which delivers 730kW and weighs 50kg 
less than the ‘standard’ P1. Looking for 
something a bit more of a ‘no-holds-
barred’ multimillion-rand plaything? A 
continuation of a theme started with 
Enzo, the LaFerrari FXX K has, at its 
core, a 6262cc V12 and an electric 
motor. But if you have not had the 
invitation from Ferrari to buy one yet, you 
should consider the Porsche 918 Spyder. 
Calm and quiet when you want, loud and 
angry when you don't. 

After three days of absolute car 
indulgence, you’d think I’d be all 
washed out on the car front. Not a bit 
of it! Goodwood Festival of Speed is a 
riot of sound, colour, speed, fuel and 
passion – all wrapped up in glorious 
British countyside. The aim of this 
festival is to represent not just the 
outward appearance of things, but 
their inner significance. It is the effort, 
the appreciation of heritage within 
the heart of collectors and the public 
that leaves every visitor with a lasting 
impression. 

The Goodwood Festival of 
Speed sculpture

For 18 years we've seen dramatic 
sculptures from designer Gerry Judah 
grace the front lawn of Goodwood 
house, and this year he collaborated 
with show sponsors Mazda to create a 
centrepiece inspired by the Japanese 
firm's 'Soul in Motion' tagline. 

The 2015 Goodwood sculpture 
was based around the theme of "Flat 
Out and Fearless: Racing on the 
Edge". The towering design featured 
720 metal beams twirling a awe 
inspiring 40 metres upwards – not 
entirely dissimilar to the double-helix 
structure of DNA. At the top were 
Mazda's legendary rotary-engined 
787B Le Mans racer, and the LM55 
Gran Turismo Vision concept. The 
whole feature was said to weigh 120 
tonnes.


