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Less is more
Car Review

A 
perfect entry into the world of motoring starts with a 
small car!

Superminis are no longer sold on price 
competitiveness alone because they are so capable in key 
areas and buyers are increasingly downsizing them from 
bigger models. Larger cars are more practical, but these latest 
small cars make better use of their size. They are safe, too, 
having performed well in Euro NCAP crash tests. City cars and 
superminis really come into their own around town and many 
have impressive refinement at speed, with enough power to 
keep up with the traffic flow. 

CEO of Honda, Takanobu Ito reckons his Honda Brio helps 
expand the joy of owning vehicles to more customers by being 
affordable. “To accomplish this we have focused on creating an 
attractive package at an affordable price,” he says. 

Brio means ‘verve’ in Italian, and true to its name, this little 
Honda is extremely nimble in congested city traffic.  A sprightly 
1,2-litre i-VTEC engine offers 65 kW of power and 109 Nm 
of torque - good for 0-100 km/h in just over 12 seconds. The 
5-speed manual returns a combined consumption of 5,6 
litres/100 km.

Inside, it’s overwhelmingly beige, but the high quality materials 
and trim is impressively well put together. The dashboard 
is simple, yet complete. Four adults in the car is a feasible 
proposition.

Slightly bigger than the Brio is the Peugeot 208, the 
replacement for the unloved 207. It has fresh face and engine 
line-up, but it has the same platform that underpinned the 207, 
albeit much lighter and better handling than its predecessor. 
One of the most pleasing aspects of the new 208 is that it has a 
cheeky character, reminiscent of the Citroen 2cv and Renault 5.

The all-new three-cylinder engine is spirited, if a little intrusive, 
when worked hard. There is plentiful room in the Peugeot 208 
for four adults. Indeed, it is comfortably commodious by class 
standards. The new, ‘floating’ communications, audio and 
navigation screen on the centre console looks slick but takes 
some getting used to. 

The manual gear-change encourages a gentle driving style, 
which is rewarded by a claimed combined fuel consumption of 
4.7 l/100km. Peugeot’s other ‘08’ models have real promise and 
to some extent the 208 continues the theme. It rides and steers 
very well and subdues cabin noise impressively.

Suzuki is one of those brands that punches under its weight. A 
mass producer of SUVs, motorbikes and cars, it does not pierce 
our consciousness like its other Japanese rivals, notably Toyota, 
Honda, Nissan and even Subaru and Mitsubishi.

The first Swift dates back to 1983 but this, the evolutionary 
Suzuki Swift Sport is surely the best ever-quicker, more 
efficient and cleaner too-with a well-sorted all-new, platform. 
The rev-happy motor produces an entertaining drive. The cabin 
offers decent passenger space, but the boot is small.

The Swift Sport has real appeal and is more competitive than 
before. It’s a real hoot to drive, has a well-built interior and is 
competitively priced. It looks a little too similar to the standard 
Swift for some, but if you want MINI Cooper type handling and 
verve, this car deserves a serious look. Its blend of low mass, a 
powerful engine, sharp and direct handling makes it thoroughly 
entertaining. This car will put a smile on your face every time 
you drive it.


