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Mercedes ClS 
shooting break

And that, I suppose, puts her in the 
same league as just about everyone 
who’s seen the car in the metal. The car 
looks, well, kinda evil, but in a good way. 
The bluff nose gives way to a heavily 
raked windscreen, a single line over the 
windows and under the deviated angular 
roofline sweeps to the tailgate. The result 
is an aesthetically pleasing design worthy 
of any svelte character, whether they 
make coats from delightful puppies or 
not.

She would immediately specify AMG 
63 version with the ‘designo’ American 

cherry wood flooring in the boot for an 
extra R35,000. But what’s the ‘shooting 
brake business? Shooting-brake 
originated as an early 19th century British 
vehicle used to carry shooting parties 
and assorted equipment and the term 
was later synonymous with estate cars or 
station wagons.

Closely based on the second-generation 
CLS four-door coupé, this ‘shooting brake’ 
version is a clear indication of Mercedes’ 
increasing confidence. “The proportions 
are unique and inspirational with a long 
bonnet, narrow-look frameless side 

Cruella De Vil 
may not be able 

to accommodate 
many of the 101 

Dalmatians in the 
back, but the fur 

loving evilina 
would surely 

do whatever it 
takes to get her 

hands on the ClS 
Shooting Brake. 
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Feature
windows, and the dynamic roof sloping 
back towards the rear,” says Carsten 
Ertelt the Project manager for the design 
of the CLS Shooting Brake. 

On the road, every single Mercedes driver 
looked visibly green with envy as my CLS 
swept theatrically by. South Africa gets 
the 350, 500 and AMG 63 models to start 
with. We will not see a four-wheel drive in 
right-hand-drive form (the driveshaft to 
the front wheels comes out of the right-
hand side of the engine, so the steering 
column gets in the way.) and we will have 
to wait until later for the 250 and 350 
diesels to arrive.

I am not clear on who the Shooting Brake 
customer will be. It will tempt some SUV 
and saloon owners that want to be less 
conformist, but it is less practical and 
more expensive than the E-class. Mind 
you, Mercedes were not entirely sure 
who would buy their original CLS back 
in 2005 and history has shown that the 
car has exceeded all expectations.  Like 
that car, striking styling is in the Shooting 
Brake’s favour, and is so much nicer than 
Porsches’ ungainly looking Panamera.
The rear arches intrude a little and the 
aperture through which the dalmations 
might leap in is not much bigger than a 
decent supermini. But at 590 litres with 
the seats up, there’s easily as much 
space as the Audi A6 Avant.  A press of a 
button sees the rear seats pitch almost 
flat to almost triple the capacity. The 
350 delivers more than adequate turn of 
speed and the 500 is more than you’d ever 
need.

Ah and then there’s the CLS 63 AMG. 
Completely barking mad. Barmy. Its 
cracking V8 bi-turbo hurtles its occupants 
at the horizon in joyful abandon every 
time you as much as think about touching 
the accelerator. Quite how Mercedes’ 
boffins have been able to get their ESP 
and control systems to contain this 
exuberance is beyond mere physics. It’s 
automotive alchemy. 

The Mercedes CLS Shooting Brake may 
not be a runaway best seller. Sure, it’s a 
‘halo vehicle’ for the brand, but its much 
more than that. It is a ‘heart and mind’ 
car where functionality combines with 
fascination. It’s unmistakably a coupé yet 
with five doors and a roof extending right 
to the rear, creating a beguiling niche that 
other brands are frantically emulating as 

you read this. Ferrari’s FF and Volvo’s V40 
will be followed by one from Jaguar very 
soon.
The cabin is all first class hide, piano 
veneers and redolent with sumptuous 
well-being. The chairs are instantly 
comfortable, with handcrafting evident 
in many of the details. Switchgear is 
superb and the wand-like gear selector is 
augmented by the discreet paddles that 
lurk behind the steering wheel.  Whilst 
it claims to be a 5 seater, it’s better for 
four adults, who would be supremely 
comfortable thanks to abundant head and 
leg room. 

The seven-speed automatic transmission 
is excellent, with ratios thoughtfully 
spaced and changes silky smooth. In the 
bends, you are reminded this is a large, 
heavy car, despite the worthy weight 
saving aluminium and frame-less doors 
used.

To drive it well, one needs to work with 
the mass, rather than pretending it is an 
overt sports car.  It’s a precision tool, with 
superbly weighted electronically assisted 
steering. The normal, low-speed ride 
is a little firm, but the semi-active air 
suspension option smooths that without 
drama. The four-vented disc brakes grab 
the discs powerfully and the pedal gives 
plenty of feel.

An achingly pretty big touring Grand 
Turismo, this car has hatchback 
practicality with none of the stigma 
attached to conventional estates. Me? I’ll 
take the CLS 500 and use the saved cash 
to open a refuge for car-sick dalmations.

Like the CLs shOOting Break? try 
these rivaLs

audi a6 avant, The A6 may lacks the 
driving appeal of default premium 
German competition, but it handles well, 
is beautifully built and is spacious.

BMW 5-series GT
More 7 than a 5, this BMW is not an 
attempt at a shooting break. Instead, it’s 
a strange hatch/saloon GT version of the 
7 series. 

BMW X6 aside, the closest you’ll get to 
a shooting break is a 5-series estate, 
sadly unavailable locally, It leads much of 
the competition in handling and general 
sportiness terms.
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