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Citroeˆn DS

What’s a four cylinder Citroen 
doing here? Despite its pedestrian 
vital statistics, Britain’s respected 
Classic & Sports Car magazine has 
voted the Ds as the most beautiful 
car of all time.

as french as the eiffel tower, 
the car was made between 1955 
and 1975 and was known for its 
aerodynamic futuristic body design 

and innovative technology. it was 
the first european production car 
fitted with disc brakes and in 1967 
was fitted with the first swivel-
ling headlights ever seen on a car, 
allowing for greater visibility on 
winding roads.

Citroën sold 1.5 million during 
the model’s two-decade production 
run. expect to pay between r60 
000 to r120 000 for a decent one 
now. and it’s worth every cent.

Ferrari 458 Spider
achingly pretty, this one. inspired by the 2005 575 
superamerica, the 458 spider’s two-piece roof flips 
though 180 degrees and 14 seconds later you’re ready 
to go. Don’t bother with the stereo – that exhaust and 
engine soundtrack is all you need.

even as a convertible, it loses none of the taut 
chassis characteristics of a modern ferrari. set the 
steering wheel manettino to the ‘wet’ setting to 
appease the neighbours, but set it to ‘race’ if you want 
to rattle their windows and set off car alarms with the 
car’s howling bellow.

it claims a top speed of 317km/h and achieves 0 to 
100 in 3.4 seconds. it’s just not being used properly 
unless you’re rattling your eardrums against its 9 
000rpm limiter.

imagine, if you will, owning the 
‘most beautiful car of all time’ 
for the price of a Kia picanto? 
Well, you can. and if you have 

between r30 000 and r200 000 
to spend, you could have some of 
the world’s most iconic cars in your 
garage, such as the Lancia fulvia, a 
Citroen 2cv, an early Jaguar XJ6, or 
a Mercedes 500sL. others in the list 
require deeper pockets, though they 

are nevertheless worth coveting. if 
your senses are ignited by curvaceous 
metal folds, a well-resolved design 
and an evocative soundtrack, this list 
will at least fuel the debate.
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Porsche 911
The 911’s distinctive design has been 
around since 1963 and it’s one of 
the world’s most iconic performance 
cars. over the years it has undergone 
continuous development to make it 
a refined everyday supercar. among 
the most successful competition cars 
ever, the 911 has 
won major world 
championship 
races including the 
LeMans 24 hours.

The 2012 911 
is only the third 
new 911 design in 
the car’s history. 
it is said to be 
lighter, faster and 
more practical 

than ever. porsche’s stylish panamera 
centre console brings the 911’s 
ergonomics up to scratch, while 
the 3.4-litre flat-six delivers 257kW 
which, combined with an elabo-
rate dog-leg h-gate transmission, 
provides incredible performance and 
bulletproof reliability.

Alfa Romeo Spider
The 105/115 series is one of the 
prettiest roadsters produced by 
alfa romeo. and that’s high praise 
indeed. Widely regarded as a design 
classic, it remained in production 
for nearly three decades. The best of 
the best was certainly the ‘Duetto’, 
which was 
produced between 
1966 and 1967.

The series 1 
spider is some-
times known as a 
‘boat tail’ owing 
to the curvaceous 
lines of the rear 
of the car. The 
car entered pop 
culture when it 
was driven by 

Dustin hoffman in the 1967 movie 
The Graduate.

Considering the original design 
of the spider was conceived back 
in 1960, it is a remarkably timeless 
design. expect to pay r120 000 
for a good one today. Definitely a 
keeper!

Audi RS5
The rs5 is such a complete package 
and probably one of the best-looking 
cars on sale today. it’s well equipped, 
comfortable and its 4.2 engine is 
quite a stonker. 
add powerful 
brakes, a very 
fast twin-clutch 
s tronic gearbox, 
and sharp steering 
with proper 
weighting and 
you have a seri-
ously fast ‘real 
world’ coupe.

The boot 

space is generous, so it’s ideal for 
a naughty weekend away. take 
your petrol card with you, though, 
because the prolific thirst of that V8 
is going to make you wince.

Bentley
Continental GT 

The Continental arrived in 2003, 
marking the renaissance of this 
British brand now owned by 
Volkswagen. no longer having 
to ‘make do’ with re-badged 
rolls-royces, many owners didn’t 
realise their Bentley was in fact a 
re-bodied Volkswagen phaeton. 
But that’s not a bad thing.

The 6.0-litre, twin-turbo-
charged W12 engine produces 
412kW and 650nm of torque. 
almost unbelievable thrust and 
refinement swept the Bentley 
into the garages of the rich and 
famous around the world.

earlier this year, a convertible 
Bentley Continental supersports 
broke the World speed record on 
ice – on the frozen Baltic sea. an 
average speed of 331km/h in a 
convertible car on ice? Very cool.

BMW M5
The fifth generation BMW M5 sports, for the first 
time, a turbocharged powerplant rather than a larger, 
normally aspirated engine. This is a big change in 
philosophy from BMW’s M division.

it may look similar to a standard 520i, but it shares 
just 20 percent of its components with its excellent 
5 series siblings. The new, twin-turbo 4.4-litre V8 
engine delivers 552kW and has a new seven-speed 
double clutch gearbox as standard.

0-100km/h in 4.4sec is impressive and race-car 
quick, accompanied by an alluring bark of exhaust and 
a hearty blip on downshifts. The M5 is an every day 
proposition, with a superb combination of agility, ride 
and refinement. it is the new supercar saloon of choice.
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Jaguar E-Type
More British than a royal corgi, the e-type was made between 1961 and 
1975. and it’s not just a car, it’s a style icon. its combination of impos-
sibly good looks, blistering performance and competitive pricing estab-
lished Jaguar as the leading 1960’s car brand. enzo ferrari was one of the 
car’s greatest admirers. on its release, he called it “The most beautiful car 
ever made”.

The Museum of Modern art in new York added a blue roadster version 
to its permanent design collection, one of only six cars to receive the 
distinction. Go for the series 1, made between 1961 and 1968, which is 
the purest, most exciting version of the car.

The Maserati MC 
Stradale 
The fastest production car built 
by Maserati since the MC12 
supercar, this car is lighter, more 
performance-minded and more 
powerful than the standard 
car. it’s a ‘not-so-subtle’ race 
car for the road with 331kW 
and 509nm of torque from its 
4.7-litre V8 engine.

Crank it over and the growl is 
a long, long way from shy and 
retiring. harder-edged still if you 
select ‘sport’ mode, when blips of 
the throttle seem enough to shatter 
toughened glass at close range. 
select ‘race’ mode and it becomes 
a snarling, prancing horse.

The 16.6 litres of fuel you will 
use every 100 kilometres may sting, 
but imagine the fun to be had.
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