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What dreams 
may come

What if Hamlet was asking the wrong question? What if the real question is not whether to be, 
but what to buy? RichaRd Webb takes a whimsical (and subjective) look at the five cars you 

should own in your lifetime

AccelerAte

The Citroën Ds 

richard
Sticky Note
Few cars reflect the essence of the collector's quiddity as this 1967 Citroen DS 21.
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t
his year, some 420 years after 
Hamlet was written, the Globe 
theatre’s new artistic director, 
Michelle terry, announced that 
the latest season of Shakespeare 

performances would open with Hamlet and 
As You Like It. But the ensemble won’t know 
in advance which play or which role they will 
perform. to make matters more democratic, 
the audience chooses what is to be performed 
on the night. 

‘I aim to dismantle theatre hierarchies and 
to give more power to the casts and audiences 
of plays in this most egalitarian of spaces’, 
terry said. 

In fact, that’s what the motor industry  
has been doing for decades. car makers 
research, design and make multiple models 

THE EvoluTion To cool
Some are born mad, some 
achieve madness, and some 
have madness thrust upon 
them. the citroën DS is all  
of this and you’d be mad not 
to have driven one once.

launched in 1955, the car 
belongs in the realm of fairy 
tales. the otherworldly DS 
(déesse is French for ‘goddess’) 
is chinchilla-smooth on the 
road. Inside, it’s all slim panes 
of matt fluted metal, simple 
dials and discreet nickelwork, 
suggesting the kind exercised 
over progress rather than  
overt performance. 

It was as if it alone caused 
cars to evolve to a more 
classical form. I’m not going 
to pretend that the DS was 
perfect – but there is very little 
in the way of authentically cool 
modern cars that break new 
ground like this one did. 

MoToRinG MyTHoloGy
Far from simply being a  
utensil for mobility, the  
Jaguar e-type is humanised  
art, and it marked a change  
in the mythology of cars. 

I first clapped eyes on the 
e-type as an eight-year-old, 
when a family friend – a bit  
of a cad, apparently – took me 
for a blast through the country 
lanes in his brand-new red 4.2 
fixed-head coupé, ostensibly  
to impress my sister. It ended 
up embedding itself into my 
impressionable soul, even 
though it didn’t impress  
my sister enough for a  
repeat performance. 

Jaguar’s flagship sports 
car was and still is a tactile 
and visual wonder – the lines, 
the tensed haunches and the 
projectile bonnet combining  
to create an  alchemy of  
speed and prowess. even 
today, driving an e-type  
is a stunning motoring 

and endless versions of them without knowing what the public will  
ultimately choose. 

like the Globe, car brands are listening to their clients more than 
ever, as we become increasingly sophisticated and demand products 
that are more reflective of our sense of self. It is in that reflection that 
I have gazed, endlessly finessing my ‘five car fantasy garage’ as tastes 
and technology evolves. 

In my considered opinion, which will change every time you ask me, 
these are the top five cars you should own before you ‘shuffle off this 
mortal coil’…

ABovE: The Jaguar E-type more blurb here more caption here more caption here
more caption here more caption here.
oPPoSiTE: The LaFerrari Apperta more caption here more here more here.

richard
Sticky Note
Early sixties fashion trends were ignored by aerodynamicist Malcolm Sayer. The beautiful E-type was shaped as a result of wind-tunnel tests. 



richard
Sticky Note

richard
Sticky Note
Voluptuousness in hand-laid carbon fibre. With no superfluous features, the La Ferrari Aperta is both the past and the future at once.
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experience. this car is a powerful tribute to the Swinging  
Sixties and to superb British engineering, and is rightly  
regarded as a blue-chip investment.

THE off-RoAd lEGEnd
every creature fulfils a purpose, and the land rover, unveiled  
in 1948, was immediately acknowledged for its supreme off-  
and on-road driveability. In production for nearly seven decades, 
what we know as the Defender today is an automotive legend 
that sadly has been killed off. Which is why you should buy  
your own piece of history.

At best, even the most modern ones only reach 140km/h  
and do not go from 0-100km/h in less than 14 seconds. Over  
the years, the status of the ‘landie’ as the off-road king has 
simply become accepted, even if it is somewhat agricultural.  
It remains hugely endearing beyond it being something of  
a fashion and style statement.

A vERy fAST cAR
Just over 70 years ago, a nervous enzo Ferrari fired 
up the first car to bear his name, the 125 S. It marked 
the company’s move into road car production, and 
the beauty of his dreams have since brought to life 
some of the world’s most desirable cars.

Whereas enzo thought his first effort was ‘a 
promising failure’, his company’s latest hypercar, 
the laFerrari Aperta, is a triumph of engineering and 
drama. Designed for the manufacturer’s wealthiest 
of clients, this limited-edition roadster features the 
laFerrari’s hybrid powertrain. the exhaust note is 
more dramatic than any Hollywood special effects 
can conjure up, and throttle response is as close  
to instantaneous as imaginable. Ferrari’s 6,262cc  
V12 couples with an electric motor to generate  
a preposterous 708kW. 

Moving aerodynamic devices are banned in 
Formula One, but not so for road use. So, at speed, 
the swooping bodywork channels air through ducts 
and underbody hi-tech trickery to suck the car onto 
the road for limpet grip at implausible speeds. 

like the Ferraris that have swept before it, the 
Aperta is an act that seems impossible to follow.

if A cATHEdRAl could BE A cAR…
the rolls-royce Dawn, that demimonde of 
automotive statements, is miraculously hushed, 
even at speed. If class is an aura of confidence  
– being sure without being cocky – then Dawn 
carries it off with a self-discipline and sure-
footedness that few rivals can claim.

It’s a huge car – an automotive equivalent of the great  
Gothic cathedrals of Notre Dame, cologne and York Minster.  
Yet you can simply sit and guide it with gentle fingertip 
movements, enjoying its fluid accuracy as it slingshots from 
0-100km/h in under five seconds. A BMW 6.6-litre twin turbo  
V12 engine drives the rear wheels through an eight-speed 
automatic gearbox. 

the rolls-royce Dawn is more than just a beautiful motorcar: 
it showcases its occupants as glamorously as possible. everyone 
seemed to think I was terribly important when I was driving one 
around the cape Winelands. the world obviously looks very 
different through the windscreen of the Dawn, so I decided  
I ‘needed’ to own one.

If you like refinement in your big convertibles, this is the  
grand dame of the luxury world and must be the ultimate choice. 

ABovE: The Land Rover Defender 90 more captions here more captions here more captions here more captions here
more captions here more captions here.

oPPoSiTE: The Rolls-Royce Dawn more captions here more captions here more captions here more captions here here here.

richard
Sticky Note
Defender of the realm. The Land Rover Defender is simply an irreplaceable piece of motoring heritage.


richard
Sticky Note
Dawn is the time when everything is transfixed. Rolls-Royce have perfected the automotive morning sun.





